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Without a past, there is no future 

Next meeting:  The next meeting will be a regu-
lar monthly meeting. 
Location:  Library Meeting Room, Liberty, 
MS 
Date:  May 10, 2008  Time:  10:00 am 

Welcome to the 24rd issue of the ACHGS 
newsletter — 
             Please let this editor know your thoughts 
and suggestions on this newsletter (see e-mail and 
mail addresses elsewhere in this issue.) 
 
             Please notify this editor by the best means 
if you wish to change the manner (e-mail or regular 
mail) in which you receive this newsletter. 
 
             Thank you. 

Future Meeting Schedule 
 

May 10, 2008, 10:00 am — Regular monthly 
meeting 
June 14, 2008, 10:00 am — Annual Member-
ship meeting including election of officers for the 
2009 fiscal year.  The quarterly program will be 
an “Antiques Roadshow” where members and 
guests may have personal antiques and artifacts 
evaluated by antiques experts. 

 

AMITE COUNTY HISTORICAL AND 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

Minutes of April 12, 2008, meeting  
Draft 

President Oma Gordon called the meeting 
to order at 10:00 AM in the meeting room of the 
library in Liberty, MS. There were 16 attendees.  
President Oma Gordon asked Jeannine Dixon to 
open the meeting with prayer. 

President Gordon asked if all had read 

the minutes.  Hearing no questions, she asked for 
a motion to approve the minutes.  David Dreyer 
asked for a slight change in wording on the de-
scription of his presentation at the March meeting.  
Nelson Dawson made a motion; Linda Honea Lea 
and Mildred Morgan seconded to approve minutes 
as amended.  The motion passed without dissen-
tion. 
President Report: Pres. Gordon discussed the fol-
lowing: 
1.   She commented on the interesting visit in 

March to the Gloster Arboretum. 
2.   She then reported on the Unity Presbyterian 

Church’s ceremonies celebrating the 175th an-
niversary and the dedication of the 12 new 
stained-glass windows that have been installed 
in honor of family ancestors who have at-
tended the church.  About 17 society members 
who are not church members attended. 

3.   She reported on a visit to the Sabine House.  
Attendees from the society that were invited to 
tea there included Mrs. Oma and Mrs. Pearl 
Strange.  Pres. Gordon had a couple of old 
newspaper clippings about Mrs. Strange’s 
knowledge of local history. 

4.   The society has been invited by Dewey DeLee 
to attend the Confederate Memorial Service in 
Clinton, LA, on April 26 at 4:00 pm.  Pres. 
Gordon has the directions to the cemetery if 
anyone wished to attend. 

5. The Manship House Museum in Jackson is hav-
ing a Victorian Gardens tour and gardening 
demonstration on May 3. 

VP Report: VP Barron reported the following: 
1.   The quarterly meeting for June (the society’s 

annual meeting) will be on June 14 in the li-
brary conference room and will include the lo-
calized version of “Antiques Road Show” with 
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You may contact this editor at: 
Wayne B. Anderson, Sr. 

1737 Bridgers Drive 
Raymond, MS 39154 

Or by e-mail at sitemanager@achgs.org 

(Continued from page 1) 

Mississippi and Louisiana antiques dealers 
being available to look at any items members 
or guests wish to have analyzed.  A nation-
ally-known dealer will be possibly be present 
as well.  This will be done as the program for 
June and will begin at 11:00 am.  Members 
attending the business meeting will be able 
to sign on to have antiques evaluated early 
in the program.  Late arrivers including non-
member guests will be allowed to consult 
with the experts afterward.  Members can 
bring one or two items.  Each person bring-
ing items is responsible for the safety and 
security of their own items.  Items should be 
small enough to be carried by one person; 
no large furniture should be brought since 
there will be no one to help move such 
pieces.  All antiques will need to be pre-
sented to the evaluators in the conference 
room; they will not go out to evaluate furni-
ture carried in vehicles. 

2.   The quarterly meeting for September will be 
on September 13 and will be the field trip to 
Rosemont in Woodville.  Members planning 
to attend need to sign up in advance with VP 
Barron so that the Rosemont caretakers can 
be notified of the size of the group that is 
expected.  VP Barron also needs to know if 
members want to attend tours at either the 
African museum or the Woodville-East Felici-
ana RR museum or both after the Rosemont 
tour.  Members attending the Rosemont tour 
can bring their own box lunch and use the 
picnic facilities at the Rosemont house for 
their meal before going on to other tours. 

3.   The Open House in December, 2008 will be 
at the old home owned by Dr. Jonah Ford 
(the site of the first open house in 2004 and 
otherwise known as the old Felder planta-
tion).  Plans are underway to advertise this 
event to a greater extent than in the past.  
Dawn Taylor has volunteered to assist with 
publicity.  

4.   The bronze Bicentennial doubloons will be 
made available to society members before 
being offered for general sale.  They should 
be available by the time of the December 
Open House.  

5.   VP Barron presented a copy of the 2007 
minutes of the Mississippi Baptist Associa-
tion to Pres. Gordon for placing in the LRSH 
files. 

6.   VP Barron has two booklets on topics of cul-
ture of the area that he is reproducing at a 
cost of $4 and $5 respectively.  Members 
wishing copies of one or both were asked to 
sign up and remit the appropriate amount 
for the reproductions. 

 
Secretary Report: Secy. Wayne Anderson had 
no report. 
Treasurer Report: Treasurer Gay Blalock re-
ported that the bank balance had declined since 
the last accounting primarily due to purchase of 
the additional 50 copies of the WPA books that 
are being reprinted.  As of the meeting date the 
bank balance was $4518.44.  VP Barron made a 
motion to approve the treasurer’s report; Dawn 
Taylor seconded.  The motion passed without 
dissention. 
Committee Reports: 
• WPA Books:  Pres. Gordon requested that 

each member try to sell a set of the books 
in the next two months. 

• Bicentennial Committee:  Pres. Gordon 
pointed out that the plans for activities 
hosted by the society in conjunction with 
the Bicentennial observance will be inde-
pendent of the main Bicentennial Committee 
planned activities.  All events will take place 
in and about the LRSH and the Library 
meeting room.  Pres. Gordon would like 
each of the society’s Bicentennial committee 
chairmen to give her a written report on ac-
tivities planned for the Bicentennial detailing 
all aspects that have been set and any de-
tails that remain undetermined.  If activities 
require more people than are available on 
the subcommittee, each chairman should 
make arrangements to either secure the 
services of additional members or to report 
how many additional persons will be needed 
on a volunteer basis.  VP Barron suggested 
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ACHGS Standing Committees and Chairpersons 
Jeannine Dixon — Nominating Committee…..Vera Prestridge — Little Red Schoolhouse 
Dot Whittington — Archives (at the LRSH)…..Kenneth Gordon — Amite County History 

Nelson Dawson — Amite County Family History…..Bobby Haygood — Amite County Cemeteries 
Linda Honea Lea — Hospitality…..Gay Blalock — Special Events and Food 

Robert Stratton — Special Events Publicity…..Greg Barron — Programs and Publicity 
James Allen Causey — Tours and Amite County Landmarks 

Anyone interested in helping with one of the committees should contact the committee chairman or 
contact President Oma Gordon to be referred to the committee chairman. 
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ACHGS Bicentennial Committees 
Little Red Schoolhouse – Vera Prestridge…..Genealogy Research – Nelson Dawson and Eva Frances Phares 

History of County – Kenneth Gordon and Glen Huff…..Cemeteries – Bobby Haygood and Mary Pallon 
Artifacts (Upstairs in LRSH) – Greg Barron and Dot Whittington…..Military – Joey Wall 

War Between the States – Dan Morgan…..Tours of Homes & Landmarks – James Allen Causey 
Hospitality (incl. merchandise sales) – Linda Honea Lea…..ACHGS Membership – Jeannine Dixon 

Special Events (incl. food/drink) – Gay Blalock…..Entertainment – Wayne Anderson 

(Continued from page 2) 

that Pres. Gordon go ahead and confirm reservation on the Library conference room so that no 
one else can get it over the Thursday through Saturday Bicentennial period.   Pres. Gordon reit-
erated the committee chairman list for clarity.  She then asked if any members had anything to 
add to either the primary activities list or to the details of what will be occurring.  No one added 
anything.  VP Barron added that he and others are working with the main Bicentennial Commit-
tee on non-society aspects but that effort is being hampered by a lack of coordination between 
members of the committee.  He also added that Pres. Gordon is trying to photograph and iden-
tify with a bit of detail all of the older homes in the county and will eventually put all this to-
gether into a book when the survey is complete.  Pres. Gordon added that her daughter has vol-
unteered to put the accumulated photographs into a power point slide display to be shown all 
during the Bicentennial activities of the society for those that might have interest. 

Old Business: 
Pres. Gordon reported that the tote bags for the Bicentennial will still be purchased but will be de-
layed until the society cash flow improves to provide a better bank account reserve. 
New Business: 
Nominating Committee Chair Jeannine Dixon reported the proposed slate of candidates for society 
officers for the next fiscal year.  The committee recommends re-election of the current officers for 
another term.  Current officers are:  
President – Oma J. Gordon; Vice President – William G. Barron; Secretary – Wayne Anderson; 
Treasurer – Gay Blalock; Executive Board Member-at-Large – Nelson Dawson 
The floor was then opened up for additional nominations for any of the positions.  No nominations 
for any of the regular officer slots were made.  Jeannine Dixon made a motion to adopt the commit-
tee report; Mrs. Dent seconded.  The motion passed without dissention. 
Gay Blalock was recognized and made a motion that a formal position of Society Historian be cre-
ated and that Joey Wall be nominated to fill that position.  (This position will not be a voting mem-
ber of the Executive Board; expansion of the Board would require change to the Constitution and 
By-Laws.)  Nelson Dawson seconded the motion and it passed without dissention. 
Other Business: 
Mrs. Vera Prestridge did not give a Little Red Schoolhouse report earlier and asked to be recognized 
for a comment.  She indicated that the LRSH would be opened from 2:00 to 4:00 pm on May 3 to 
facilitate visits by anyone in town attending the Liberty Heritage Day.  She requested volunteers to 
assist during that time. 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 11:15.  Linda Honea Lea gave the closing prayer. 



Annual Membership Contribution 
Amite County Historical and Genealogical Society 

PO Box 2 
Liberty, MS 39645 

Check or circle choice 
           (  )  $15.00 – Individual   (  )  $25.00 – Family  (  )  $50.00 – Sponsor or Ancestor Memorial 
             (  )  $200.00 – Lifetime  (  )  $10.00 – Student (under 18)  (  )  $10.00 – Senior (over 65) 
All contributions are tax-deductible. 
Please make checks or money orders payable to Amite Co. Historical and Genealogical Society. 
 
(Please print) 
Name:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:  ________________________________  State:  ____  Zip:  __________  Zip+4:  ________ 
 
Telephone(s):  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address:  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you for joining the Amite County Historical and Genealogical Society.  Your contribution helps us continue 
to collect and preserve historic treasures from Amite County’s past, as well as to promote family history.  Member-
ship also provides an opportunity to attend programs and participate in special events. 
 
I am interested in helping with: 
(  ) Archives  (  ) Membership  (  ) Programs  (  ) Newsletter  (  ) Other (specify): 

Amite County Historical and 
Genealogical Society 

PO Box 2 
Liberty, MS 39645 


