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Without a past, there is no future 

Next meeting: 

The next meeting will be a regular 
business meeting at 10:00 am on 

August 13, 2016, in the conference 
room of the Liberty Library.  A pro-
gram on “The Great Sweet Potato 

Raid’ will follow the business session 
(see details on page 2). 

AMITE COUNTY HISTORICAL AND 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

Minutes of the June 11, 2016 meeting 
 

 
President Dawn Taylor called the meeting to order 
at 10:19 am in the meeting room of the Liberty 

library.  There were 9 members attending.  Greg 
Barron gave the invocation.  

 
President Report: 
The society had a good day on Heritage Day. 

The Bethany book compiled by Frances Phares has 
been reprinted. 

Vice President Report:  VP Barron reported the 

following field trip and event plans: 
Arrangements have been made for interested 

members to visit the Hughes house following 

the meeting. 
In the fall, the society will visit a slave cemetery on 

Greensburg Road; the slaves buried there are 

not documented and attempt will be made to 
see if any can be identified. 

On February 11, 2017, a field trip to visit the grave 

site of Colonel Thomas Hinds, Commander of 
Hinds Dragoons in the War of 1812 under 

which a number of Amite Countians served.  
The grave is in Jefferson County. 

On March 11, 2017, the society will take a bus trip 

(all day affair) to visit the Chalmette Battlefield 
area (War of 1812) where Hinds Dragoons 
fought the British.  After lunch visits to Jack-

son Square and the St. Louis Cathedral are 
planned. 

In December 2017, the society Open House will be 

held at the Amite County Courthouse.  Plans 
are being made to have a ceremony officially 
dedicating a historical monument to the Amite 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Without a past, there is no future 

Future Meeting Schedule 
 

August 13, 2016 — Regularly monthly meeting 
in the conference room of the library in Liberty, 

MS. 
September 10, 2016 — Regular monthly meet-
ing in the conference room of the library in Lib-

erty, MS. 
October 8, 2016 — Regular monthly meeting in 
the conference room of the library in Liberty, MS. 

November 12, 2016 — Regular monthly meet-
ing in the conference room of the library in Lib-
erty, MS. 

December 3, 2016 — Annual Open House.  
Details to be announced. 
January 14, 2017 — Regular monthly meeting 

in the conference room of the library in Liberty, 
MS. 
February 11, 2017 — Regular monthly meeting 

in the conference room of the library in Liberty, 
MS.  Filed trip to grave if Col. Thomas Hinds in 

Jefferson Co. following meeting. 
March 11, 2017 — Field trip to New Orleans to 
visit Chalmette Battlefield and other sites. 

April 8, 2017 — Regular monthly meeting in the 
conference room of the library in Liberty, MS. 
May 6, 2017 — Heritage Day.  Society activities 

to be announced.  No regular meeting. 



Countians who participated in the War of 
1812.  
 

Treasurer Report: Treasurer Gay Blalock gave the 
Treasurer’s report.  The current account bal-

ance for the society is $11,497.27.  It was 
unclear who made the motion to approve the 
Treasurer’s report and who seconded.  The 

motion carried. 
 

The draft minutes of the brief May 7, 2016, meet-

ing were taken up.  A motion to approve the min-
utes was made by Greg Barron and seconded by 
Gay Blalock.  The motion carried. 

 
COMMITTEES:  The Little Red Schoolhouse had 
one visitor, a Mrs. Robinson, who was interested in 

Black History. 
 
Old Business:  None 

 
New Business:  None 
 

Other Business:  None 
 
Announcements: 

Gay Blalock acknowledged the donation to the 
society of framed copy on the Constitution 
dating to the 1940s. 

The SCV Camp in Crystal Springs will be put-
ting on a living history exhibition at the 
McRaven House in Vicksburg on June 25. 

 
The meeting was paused while the annual election 
of officers (counting of ballots) could be com-

pleted.  A total of 59 ballots were cast; all incum-
bents were returned to office for another year. 
 

The meeting adjourned to the program at 11:35 
am.   

(Continued from page 1) → Important Notice ← 
 

To all members with books 
from the LRSH Library: 
Please return all books in your pos-
session to Greg Barron by the time 
of the August 13 meeting.  These 
books need to be properly tagged 
and inventoried. 
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You may contact this editor at: 

Wayne B. Anderson, Sr. 
1737 Bridgers Drive 
Raymond, MS 39154 

Or by e-mail at  
sitemanager@achgs.org 

August Program 

Society member Jim Freeman has arranged 

for Chris Watts to come and present a pro-
gram on his new book The Great Sweet Po-

tato Raid.  He will have his books for sale at 
the meeting! They are $25. 
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BITS AND PIECES OF AMITE COUNTY HISTORY 
 

While browsing some old copies of the Southern Herald newspaper on the “Chronicling Amer-
ica” web site sponsored by the Library of Congress I ran across an issue that raised a matter 

of history that I’d never heard about.  Apparently in the late 1800s, although the county was 
divided into districts much as it is today, the Board of Supervisors did not assume responsibil-
ity for maintaining all the public roads in the county.  I have not been able to determine which 

roads the supervisors did maintain, the following article appears to show that certain roads 
were kept up by the local residents according to a published list of responsible parties and the 
portions of the roads assigned to each.  While this will obviously not be of interest to everyone 

with respect to road information it presents, it does provide a long list of residents living in the 
county on the publication date of April 2, 1887.  Some of you might find it interesting to re-

view the names for those of your ancestors.  Other items are from the same issue. 
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I received the following in an email.  I’m passing it on in case there’s 
interest.  I cannot vouch for the usefulness of this publication or for 
the authors or publishing company. 
 
My co-author Rhonda Clark and I wanted to let you know that we 
have just published a new book called Fostering Family History Ser-

vices: A Guide for Librarians, Archivists, and Volunteers. This is not a 
how-to genealogy title, rather a guide for those of us who work with 
other genealogists. A variety of topics are covered including how to 

conduct a genealogical reference interview, planning programming, 
oral history projects, dealing with old photographs, providing good 
collection access, digitization projects, and more. This is the first 

book to cover this subject. 
 
Further information on the book can be found online.  A short video 

explaining how this writing project began can be found here: 
https://www.facebook.com/fosteringfamilyhistoryservices/ 
A review from Library Journal is here: http://

reviews. l ibraryjournal.com/2016/05/books/nonf ic/soc-sci/
professional-media-social-sciences-reviews-june-1-2016/ 
 

Excerpts can be found both on Amazon and Google Books. If you 
have any questions, please don't hesitate to ask! 
 

Thanks for you kind attention, 
 

Nicole (Nicole Wedemeyer Miller) 

Contributions 
 
If members have information they would like to contribute, please feel free to offer it by contacting me 

at one of the addresses shown in the box on page 2.  I will not be able to accept/use just anything sub-
mitted.  If information is sent by e-mail, it must be in the body of the message, in a MS Word docu-
ment, or in a PDF document.  If images of documents are sent they must be in JPG format so that I can 

attempt to convert them to text via an optical character reading application.  If information is sent by 
postal mail, it should be in typewritten text, not handwritten, and should be a copy that doesn’t have to 
be returned.  Since about half our members receive the newsletter by print copy and the copying proc-

ess will not adequately display photos, I cannot illustrate text write-ups.  If photos are sent, do so only 
by electronic files in JPG format but don’t assume the photos will appear in the newsletter.  Photos sent 
in this manner may sometimes be put on the society’s Facebook group page if they are likely to have 

wide appeal.  I realize these criteria may prevent the sharing of some information; however, I must 
place some limits on the amount of time I devote to the newsletter each month since I have other pro-
jects including another monthly newsletter that I work on periodically. 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copy-
righted material published herein is distributed under fair use 
without profit or payment to those who are interested in re-

ceiving the provided information for non-profit research and 
educational purpose only. 

Reference: Http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 



Amite County Historical and 
Genealogical Society 

PO Box 2 
Liberty, MS 39645 

Annual Membership Contribution 
Amite County Historical and Genealogical Society 

PO Box 2 
Liberty, MS 39645 

Check or circle choice 
(  )  $15.00 – Individual          (  )  $25.00 – Family         (  )  $50.00 – Sponsor or Ancestor Memorial 
(  )  $200.00 – Lifetime    (  )  $150 -- Lifetime, couple 70+ age    (  )  $100 - Lifetime, 70+ individual 
          (  )  $10.00 – Student (under 18)                                      (  )  $10.00 – Senior (over 65) 
 
All contributions are tax-deductible. 
Please make checks or money orders payable to Amite Co. Historical and Genealogical Society. 
 

(Please print) 

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:  ________________________________  State:  ____  Zip:  __________  Zip+4:  ________ 
 
Telephone(s):  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address:  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you for joining the Amite County Historical and Genealogical Society.  Your contribution helps us continue to 
collect and preserve historic treasures from Amite County’s past, as well as to promote family history.  Membership 
also provides an opportunity to attend programs and participate in special events. 
 
I am interested in helping with: 
(  ) Archives  (  ) Membership  (  ) Programs  (  ) Newsletter  (  ) Other (specify): 


