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Without a past, there is no future 

Next meeting: 
The next meeting will be a brief 
business meeting on May 7, 2016 at 
8:30 am in the conference room of 
the Liberty library.   The only busi-
ness will the submittal of the Nomi-
nating Committee’s recommendation 
of the slate of officers for the elec-
tion at the June meeting.  Heritage 
Day activities will follow.  

AMITE COUNTY HISTORICAL AND 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

Draft 
 

President Dawn Taylor called the meeting to order 
at 10:00 am in the meeting room of the Liberty 
library.  There were 16 members attending.  Bert 
Blalock gave the invocation at Pres. Taylor’s re-
quest.  
 
The draft minutes of the March 12, 2016, meeting 
were taken up.  A motion to approve the minutes 

was made by Gay Blalock and seconded by Fran-
ces Phares.  The motion carried.  
 
President Report: 
Nancy Martin has been appointed Chair of the 

Nominations Committee with Jim Freeman and 
Mary Ann Gerhardt continuing as members of 
the committee.  Anyone wishing to nominate 
candidates for society offices for the next fiscal 
year should communicate that information to 
Nancy before May 7th. 

There will be a brief business meeting in the con-
ference room of the Liberty Library at 8:30 am 
on Mary 7th prior to commencement of Heri-
tage Day activities to finalize/close the nomi-
nations and set the slate of candidates for the 
election of officers for the next fiscal year.  

For Heritage Day on May 7th genealogy research-
ers will be on hand to in the conference room 
of the  Liberty Library from 9:00 am until 2:00 
pm to share their Amite County Family re-
search and assist new researchers to get 
started.  Eva Frances Dixon Phares is heading 
up this effort.  Volunteers are needed to give 
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Without a past, there is no future 

Future Meeting Schedule 
 
May 7, 2016 —  Brief meeting in the conference 
room of the library in Liberty, MS, with Heritage 
Day activities to follow. 
June 11, 2016 — Annual meeting with election 
of officers in the conference room of the library 
in Liberty, MS. 
July 2016 — Traditionally the society has not 
met in July.  If this should change, appropriate 
changes will be made in this schedule. 
August 13, 2016 — Regularly monthly meeting 
in the conference room of the library in Liberty, 
MS. 
September 10, 2016 — Regular monthly meet-
ing in the conference room of the library in Lib-
erty, MS. 
October 8, 2016 — Regular monthly meeting in 
the conference room of the library in Liberty, MS. 
November 12, 2016 — Regular monthly meet-
ing in the conference room of the library in Lib-
erty, MS. 
December 3, 2016 — Annual Open House.  
Details to be announced. 



tours of the Little Red Schoolhouse and to 
share genealogy research.  Well know Amite 
County historian and former ACHAGS Presi-
dent Joey Wall will have his collection of 
“scrapbooks” available also.   

 
Vice President Report:  VP Greg Barron had no 
report 
 
Secretary Report: Sect. Wayne Anderson was not 
present. 
 

Treasurer Report: Treasurer Gay Blalock gave the 
Treasurer’s report.  Due to lack of activity, the 
current account balance for the society remains 
at $11,269.97.  Sue Severson made motion to 
accept the Treasurer’s report; Mary Ann Gerhardt 
seconded.  The motion carried. 
 
COMMITTEES:  No reports,. 
 
Old Business:  None 
 
New Business:  None 
 

Other Business:  Pres. Taylor announced the re-
ceipt of the copy of  a Xerox copy of the Archibald 
(Buchanan) Steel family papers, dating from 1830-
1897, currently archived at LSU. It includes a copy 
of his store ledger - listing many familiar Amite 
County names.  We hope to have these  papers in 

shape for sharing on May 7th. 
 
Announcements:  Mrs. Frances Phares shared that 
she had served as tour guide to Lisa Roark Haner 
and her family from North Carolina as they visited 
Ebenezer Baptist Church and the Little Red School-

house.  They have Amite County roots.  Mrs. Roark 
is interested in contacting anyone who might have 
information on the families of Thomas Jefferson 
Roark and his wife Jane E. Forrest Roark or their 
son Eldridge Waldo Roark and his wife Nancy Jane 
Coventry Roark. 
 
The meeting adjourned to the program at 10:24 
am.  Sue and Ralph Severson presented the Amite 
County Family Bible archive they are compiling and 
information about the www.familysearch.org web-
site.  The program closed at 11:15.  
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From the Southern Herald 
April 23, 2016 
 
  Heritage Day, May 7, Amite Historical & 

Genealogical Society members and friends 

will welcome researchers and visitors from 

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the library meet-

ing room and Little Red Schoolhouse.  

     Amite County family researchers, who 

have books, booklets, papers and other 

memorabilia, are requested to be present at 

9:00 a. m. for the setup.  

     Don't miss these opportunities - begin-

ners to begin their family tree and others to 

add to their family tree.  You will have a 

chance to share with others the rich history 

of Amite County and see what is happening 

in The Little Red Schoolhouse.   

Contributions 
 
If members have information they would like to 

contribute, please feel free to offer it by contacting 
me at one of the addresses shown in the box on 
page 2.  I will not be able to accept/use just any-
thing submitted.  If information is sent by e-mail, it 
must be in the body of the message, in a MS Word 
document, or in a PDF document.  If images of 
documents are sent they must be in JPG format so 
that I can attempt to convert them to text via an 
optical character reading application.  If informa-
tion is sent by postal mail, it should be in typewrit-
ten text, not handwritten, and should be a copy 
that doesn’t have to be returned.  Since about half 
our members receive the newsletter by print copy 

and the copying process will not adequately display 
photos, I cannot illustrate text write-ups.  If photos 
are sent, do so only by electronic files in JPG for-
mat but don’t assume the photos will appear in the 
newsletter.  Photos sent in this manner may some-
times be put on the society’s Facebook group page 
if they are likely to have wide appeal.  I realize 
these criteria may prevent the sharing of some in-
formation; however, I must place some limits on 
the amount of time I devote to the newsletter each 
month since I have other projects including an-
other monthly newsletter that I work on periodi-

cally. 

http://www.familysearch.org
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BITS AND PIECES OF AMITE COUNTY HISTORY 
 

This month we go back 98 years to May 3, 1918, to see what was happening as reported in 
the Southern Herald. 
 

World War I was raging in Europe so page one was mostly war-related.  For example: 
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At left is an advertisement for 
cigarettes masquerading as a 
news article about which ciga-
rette brand is enjoyed by sol-
diers. 

At right is ad for a patent medi-
cine which uses the same ad-
vertising method.  Shown is the 
headline hierarchy and an illus-
tration to grab attention; a 
moderately lengthy article fol-
lowed below the illustration. 

Below are two more patent medicine ads disguised as 
articles Then there are the small block 

ads that say very little. 
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE 
In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted material published herein is distributed 
under fair use without profit or payment to those who are interested in receiving the provided informa-
tion for non-profit research and educational purpose only. 
 
Reference: Http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 

You may contact this editor at: 
Wayne B. Anderson, Sr. 

1737 Bridgers Drive 
Raymond, MS 39154 

Or by e-mail at  
sitemanager@achgs.org 

Finally, I’ve included this full-page ad im-
age though you can’t make out much on 
the right panel.  I included it because I 
was amazed to find out that Liberty had 

an automobile dealership as early as 1918, 
albeit for a car brand that didn’t succeed 

in the manner of Ford, Chevrolet, or 
Chrysler. 



Amite County Historical and 
Genealogical Society 

PO Box 2 
Liberty, MS 39645 

Annual Membership Contribution 
Amite County Historical and Genealogical Society 

PO Box 2 
Liberty, MS 39645 

Check or circle choice 
(  )  $15.00 – Individual          (  )  $25.00 – Family         (  )  $50.00 – Sponsor or Ancestor Memorial 
(  )  $200.00 – Lifetime    (  )  $150 -- Lifetime, couple 70+ age    (  )  $100 - Lifetime, 70+ individual 
          (  )  $10.00 – Student (under 18)                                      (  )  $10.00 – Senior (over 65) 
 
All contributions are tax-deductible. 
Please make checks or money orders payable to Amite Co. Historical and Genealogical Society. 
 

(Please print) 

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:  ________________________________  State:  ____  Zip:  __________  Zip+4:  ________ 
 
Telephone(s):  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address:  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you for joining the Amite County Historical and Genealogical Society.  Your contribution helps us continue to 
collect and preserve historic treasures from Amite County’s past, as well as to promote family history.  Membership 
also provides an opportunity to attend programs and participate in special events. 
 
I am interested in helping with: 
(  ) Archives  (  ) Membership  (  ) Programs  (  ) Newsletter  (  ) Other (specify): 


