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Without a past, there is no future 

VIRTUAL BUSINESS MEETING: 

Date: April 10, 2021 

Place: Virtual meeting for members 
via Zoom.   

Time: 11am – 12pm Central Time 
(you can join meeting as early as 
10:45) 

Zoom Meeting info:  
 
Join Zoom Meeting via link:  
 
https://zoom.us/j/94983132267?
pwd=bEEzVm1VYmV6QUw2eitoUGQ5TnZuQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 949 8313 2267 
Passcode: 676584 
 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,94983132267# US (Washington 
DC) 
+13126266799,,94983132267# US (Chicago) 
 
Dial by your time zone if not using link above: 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
 
Meeting ID: 949 8313 2267 
 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/
acRzfu14j4 
 

CAPTAIN HIRAM MORGAN CEREMONY 
CONFEDERATE MARKER DEDICATION 4/24/21: 

We will be having a dedication ceremony for the 
placement of a Confederate marker on Saturday, 
April 24th, at 2:00 PM at the Morgan Gordon 
Cemetery on Hwy 568 in Gillsburg, MS. This 
service is sponsored by the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans and the Amite County Historical and 
Genealogical Society. This service was very important 
to Greg Barron who was instrumental in getting the 
headstone made, having it installed by Kirk Seago 
(SCV & ACHGS), arranging for cemetery cleanup with 
Trent Lewis (SCV & ACHGS) and arranging the 
ceremony. Sylvia Johnson will be our speaker and 
Trent Lewis will be our Master of Ceremonies.  

Directions: From Liberty go southeast on Hwy 584 
to Gillsburg and turn left (north) at the Gillsburg 
crossroads on Hwy 568 for approximately 1.72 miles 
and the cemetery will be on the left.  

Faster route from Liberty is to go southeast on 
Hwy 584 for approximately 10.30 miles then turn left 
onto Jim Thomas Rd for 0.05 miles then stay straight 
onto Neil Hayes Rd. Go 1.3 miles and turn right onto 
Hwy 568 then the cemetery is 0.22 miles down on the 
right.  

From Magnolia/McComb take the South Magnolia 
exit I-55 onto Hwy 568 (exit 8) and go west. Then go 
11.36 miles and the cemetery will be on the right.  

From Osyka/Gillsburg exit on I-55 go west then 
approximately 10 miles to the Gillsburg crossing. Take 
a right (north) on Hwy 568 and go 1.72 miles. The 
cemetery will be on the left.  

 

MEETINGS WILL BE VIRTUAL VIA ZOOM MEETING—WE WILL HAVE AN IN PERSON MEETING FOR 
THE ANNUAL MEETING ON JUNE 12, 2021 …. HOPEFULLY AT EL DORADO RESTAURANT IN 

LIBERTY… OFFICER ELECTIONS! PLEASE NOMINATE BEFORE THE MAY MEETING!  

https://zoom.us/j/94983132267?pwd=bEEzVm1VYmV6QUw2eitoUGQ5TnZuQT09
https://zoom.us/j/94983132267?pwd=bEEzVm1VYmV6QUw2eitoUGQ5TnZuQT09
https://zoom.us/u/acRzfu14j4
https://zoom.us/u/acRzfu14j4


AMITE COUNTY HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEETING 

MINUTES – MARCH 13, 2021 

The meeting was called to order by President Dawn Taylor at 11:09. There were 10 in 
attendance via Zoom.  

Invocation: Gay Blalock 

Minutes: The minutes were read by Marcia McLaurin. David Cate made motion to accept 
minutes. Neil Randall 2n. Motion carried. Minutes accepted as read with no changes.  

President’s Report: The Son’s of Confederate Veterans are heading up the Captain 
Hiram Morgan dedication with our assistance. We will be cleaning up the cemetery Friday 
March 19th. We will have the dedication on April 24th, hopefully around 2 PM. We will need 
to get with the SCV regarding the time and details of the program. Debra McGehee showed 
us a mockup of the LRSH drawing she did for the wood from the LRSH posts, and it is 
beautiful.  

VP Report: N/A  

Treasurer’s Report: Balance on hand as of 03/13/2021 was $31,963.87. There were 
donations in memory of Greg Barron, Luther Walters, Paul Taylor, and Tommy Skinner. Neil 
Randall made a motion to accept the executive reports and David Cate 2nd. The reports 
were approved as read.  

Old Business: We will be helping clean up the Morgan Gordon and Gordon Cemeteries (if 
time allows) with the SCV on Friday the 19th. The time will be announced on Facebook. The 
brush will be cleaned up, headstones cleaned, and headstones repaired. We will hopefully 
find some hidden headstones and some more graves with the dousing rods. There will be 
no heritage days this year per Liberty Mayor Pat Talbert. They are planning to have it for 
next year 2022. So, since the Hiram Morgan Ceremony will be on the 24th and the 1st 
weekend in May is the very next weekend, we will not have a gathering on the green at 
the LRSH in May, but we will wait until December to have open house hoping the LRSH 
renovation will be complete. Sue Severson is working on the Bible book and will take 
entries up until October since we are postponing this project as well until the December 
Open house. Sue is also writing a Spillman book that will include information about the 
Causey, Weathersby, Bradley, Smith, Whittington, Toler, Wilson, Jackson, and Russ 
families. If anyone has any photos or interesting stories on these families, she would love 
to have them. She has already compiled the genealogy. This will also give us more time to 
work on the LRSH post project with Debra McGehee.  

New Business: None 

Announcements: None 

   

Motion to adjourn at 12:02 by David Cate. 2nd Sue Severson. Meeting adjourned.  



AMITE COUNTY HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

Treasurer’s Report—April 10, 2021 

  

BANK BALANCE ON HAND March 13, 2021:………………………………………………. $31,963.87 

PAYPAL ACCOUNT BALANCE ON HAND April 7, 2021:………………………………………..$0.00 

INCOME: 

 Deposit 03/24/2021  

  Membership (3) Cash…………………………………$40.00 

  Donations in Memory (2) Cash…………………..$10.00 

  Donations in Memory (2) Checks………………..$50.00 

  Total Deposit ………………………………………………………………$100.00 

  PayPal Transfer into Checking 03/24/21……………………………..$1,699.96  

 Deposit 03/31/2021 

  Book purchase (1815) Check………………………$17.00 

  Donations in Memory (3) Checks…………..$1,200.00 

  Total Deposit……………………………………………………………$1,217.00 

 Deposit 04/08/2021 

  Membership (1) Cash…………………………………$15.00 

  Donation (1) Cash…………………………………………$5.00 

  Donation (1) Check…………………………………..$200.00 

  Total Deposit……………………………………………………………….$220.00 

 

 TOTAL INCOME………………………………………………………………………………$3,236.96 

EXPENSES: 

 None 

BALANCE ON HAND MARCH 13, 2021:……………………………………………………$35,200.83 



 
MAJOR GENERAL CAREY ALLEN RANDALL, USMC  

Maj. Randall (a cousin of our member Neil Randall) was born on November 15, 1912 in Gloster, MS, to Mack Allen and Marry 

Etta Randall. After high school he first attended Ole Miss for one year then transferred closer to home to LSU in Baton Rouge, 

graduating with a BS in Civil Engineering in 1934. After graduation he stayed at LSU doing postgraduate work, completing the 

advanced ROTC course and receiving an Army Reserve commission in May of 1935. He joined the Marine Corps on July 1, 1935, 

was commissioned as 2nd Lieutenant, and completed basic training at the Philadelphia Navy Yard in March of 1936. There were 

124 students in his class which produced two future Marine Corp Commandants, five lieutenant generals, five major generals, 

and six brigadier generals. He was then ordered to serve at Puget Sound Navy Yard in Bremerton, WA until being sent to China 

in June of 1937 for expeditionary duty where he served under Colonel Charles F. B. Price at Shanghai International Settlement 

and then at the American Embassy in Peiping. During his time in China he was promoted to 1st Lieutenant. He returned to the 

states in October 1939 and served at Marine Corps Base Quantico until May 1941, reaching the rank of Captain.  

During WWII he assumed command of the Marine detachment on the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise and was involved with 

transporting Marine Fighter Squadron 211 to Wake Island at the time of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 

1941. He remained on the Enterprise taking part in the Marshall-Gilberts and Wake Island raids in February 1942, the Marcus 

Island raid in March 1942, and the battle of Midway in June 1942. After that, he went to San Diego, CA with the 3rd Battalion, 

9th Marines where he was promoted to the rank of Major. This unit sailed to the Pacific in January 1943 and trained in New 

Zealand and at Guadalcanal for approximately 8 months, after which they sailed for the Solomon Islands in November 1943. He 

was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel on November 19, 1943 and assumed command of the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines, 

distinguishing himself during combat between November 21st and December 28th, setting up his command only 75 yards from 

the Japanese lines, maintaining contact with his assault troops despite intense enemy rifle and machine gun fire, earning the 

Bronze Star Medal with Combat “V”. Afterwards his regiment returned to Guadalcanal for rest and refit for 7 months training. 

In July of 1944 he led his battalion into Guam, going ashore with the first wave of troops and pushing his units forward suffering 

a minimum of casualties and seizing all objectives in a minimal amount of time without regards for his personal safety. For this 

act of valor he received the Legion of Merit with Combat “V”. He remained at Guam for training and at the beginning of 1945 

the 3rd Marine Division was ordered to participate in the capture of Iwo Jima, where he landed on February 24, 1945, assuming 

command of divisional Headquarters and Service Battalion until April 1945. Afterwards he returned to the states receiving a 

second Bronze Star Medal for Iwo Jima.  

In April of 1945 he assumed duty as executive officer of the Marine Rifle Range at Camp Matthews near San Diego, CA and 

served there until July 1946. He was then sent to Indianapolis as Inspector-Instructor with the 16th Marine Reserve Infantry 

Battalion where he served until July 1948. He was ordered to go to Levenworth, KS to take the regular course at the Army 

Command and General Staff College and completed that in 1949. Following the completion of that course he assumed the role 

of instructor at the Armed Forces Staff College in Norfolk, VA, serving until November 1950 when he was transferred to the 

Pentagon, assuming duty as executive officer to Deputy Secretary of Defense, Robert A. Lovett. While at the Pentagon he was 

promoted to the rank of Colonel in January 1951 and served under Lovett, who had been promoted to Secretary of Defense, as 

the military assistant to secretaries Charles E. Wilson, Neil H. McElroy, and Thomas S. Gates, Jr. While in this capacity he was 

promoted to the rank of Brigadier General in March 1957. He retired from active service in March 1959 and advanced to the 

rank of Major General for his performance in actual combat. However, his retirement was short-lived and he was recalled to 

active duty and served as military assistant to secretary Gates until February 1960. He retired for a 2nd time on February 16, 

1960 and received the Navy Distinguished Service Medal from Secretary Gates for his service as Military Assistant and Secretary 

of the Armed Forces Policy Council from September 1951 to February 1960.  Following retirement he graduated with honors 

with a Master of Laws degree from the Univ. of Miami at Coral Gables, FL in the summer of 1963. Afterwards he served as the 

executive director and editor in chief of the Univ. of Miami Law Review and managing partner of Walton, Lantaff, Schroeder, 

and Carson, a prominent law firm in Miami, FL.  

He died on April 26, 2008, at St. Dominic Hospital in Jackson, MS and is buried at the Natchez National Cemetery with his wife 

Mary Pearle Randall. They had been married for 63 years and had no children.  



MEMBERS WILLING TO SHARE THEIR CONTACT INFORMATION FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME EMAIL PHONE FAMILY NAMES 

Anderson Thad Dudley thad@seniorsbluebook.com 228-396-4602 Anderson, Swearingen, Gillis   

Barron Greg (William) williamgbarron@msn.com 601-810-7843 

Barron, Erwin, Anderson, Dean, Deer, 
Marsalis, Myers, Ward, Gayden, Morgan, 
Collins, Bickham, Richardson, Huckabee, 
Newsmith 

Blalock Gay gayblalock@gmail.com 601-657-8807 Spillman, Shuckrow, Weathersby, Jackson 

Boyd Susan Susan.boyd1@icloud.com 601-660-2550 DAR specialist  

Bragg George  george.bragg@gmail.com  601-201-3617  No Amite Co ties—will help do research!!! 

Bragg Susan susanabragg@gmail.com 601-201-3617  
Day, Cole, Causey, Huff, Currie, 
Whittington   

Buchart Carol cbuchert11@aol.com 337-562-3983 
McAllister, Steele, Graves, Garner, Whittington, 
Jackson, Lusk, Whiteside, Causey 

Cate David davidjcate@comcast.net 832-266-9545 

Kennedy, Gillespie, Cotton, Ellis, Erwin/
Ervin, Marsh, Blocker, Patterson, Brasfield, 
Bassfield, Bechtel  

Clark Angela   Gallegly 

Cook Jacob jacobcook82@gmail.com 803-443-3114 Shurley, Taylor, Jones, McMillan, Lundberg 

Cratty Chery Chery3@me.com  Dunn, Phares 

Crowell Millijon Mila billnmila@sbcglobal. net 512-788-7644 
Harrington, Terrell, Godbold, Jones 
(professional genealogist)  

Crump-Russell Helen hrussell9671@gmail.com 318-789-8396 Butler, Nunnery, Johns 

Daniels David A.  davidadaniels@comcast.net 615-517-5225 Daniels, Causey, Jackson, Buford, Nesmith 

DeLee Dewey  225-683-8324 
DeLee, Caulfield, Caufeild, Johnson, 
Kirkland, Dixon, Shaw, Dunaway, Thornhill  

Elliott Robin robinelliot@att.net 504-453-0831 McGehee 

Fortenberry Teresa taf6768@aol.com 404-296-6768 Simmons, Goslin, Covington, Washburn 

Freeman J. Ralph freeman333@bellsouth.net 601-730-2816  

Giddens Heather susanhgiddens@gmail.com 214-437-5018 
Roberts, Grice, Garlington, Serman/Sirman, 
Coward/Coward, Smith 

Griffith Diane ldgros@aol.com 630-248-0084 Pray, Wilson, Prescott 

Jeffers Joan T.  Joan.jeffers@gmail.com 775-846-4691 Bates 

Jensen Frode skipjen@aolcom 435-200-9901 McLean, Bates, Weathersby 

Johnson Sonya sonyacj@gmail.com 601-248-3347 
Matthews, Kirkland, Belue, Nettles, Allred, 
Bowlin, Pettis, Chisolm 

Johnson Sylvia sylviajohnson3@bellsouth.net 601-876-5602 

Turnipseed, Wells, Williams, Walker, Brent, 
Bridges, Gunnell, Alexander, Boyd, 
Thompson, Conerly, Norman, Spencer 

Khayat Susannah susannahkhayat@gmail.com 404-556-7040 Walker, Benthall, Jackson, Jenkins 

Lane Maurice mauricelane@att.net 205-988-3521 Lane, Garner, Cook, Addison, Sleppy 

Lea Grady ugh.lea1@gmail.com 850-944-0942  Lea 

Lea Keith ckeithlea@gmail.com  Lea 

Lofton Kathryn kathrynlofton@yahoo.com 904-403-7158  

Lovgren Wendy mx287308@SBCGlobal.net  
Anderson, Causey, Daniels, Jackson, 
Jenkins, Perkins, Smylie 

Magee Evie eviemagee@bellsouth.net 985-893-4567 

Stewart, Lambert, Spillman, Young, 
Newman, Haley, Wall, Day, Dykes, Huff, 
Breed, Avery 

mailto:jacobcook82@gmail.com
mailto:robinelliot@att.net
mailto:taf6768@aol.com
mailto:skipjen@aolcom
mailto:susannahkhayat@gmail.com
mailto:mauricelane@att.net
mailto:kathrynlofton@yahoo.com
mailto:mx287308@SBCGlobal.net


 

If  you are willing to share your contact information with other members, please let us know by 

emailing us at amitecohistory@gmail.com or text Marcia @ 601-988-4077 with your family 

names.  

LAST FIRST EMAIL PHONE FAMILY NAMES 

McGehee Debra debbi_higgins@yahoo.com 985-259-1322 

McGehee, Dykes, Downs, Muse, DeJarnette, 
Varnado, Hutto, Strickland, Easterling, Higgins, 
Passman, Taylor, Thomas, O'Neil, Watson, 
McKenzie, Richardson, Talley, Warrne, Butler, 

McGraw Marie K.  marie410@att.net 601-924-5788 McGraw  

McLaurin Marcia geemarcia@gmail.com 601-988-4077 
Gordon, Butler, Newman, Burris, Barron, 
Causey 

Parker Marti lipseylibrary@yahoo.com 601-320-4474 James M. Miller descendant  

Parks Tracy tracycparks@comcast.net 901-409-7751  

Payne Jennifer jenpayne10@gmail.com 832-696-5973 

Cain, Caston, Cunningham, Covington, 
Cockerham, Huff, Jones, Longmire, Moore, 
Payne 

Price Gregory gaprice@comcast.net 601-856-0009 Price, Rollins, Bunch 

Prospere Katherine prospere@cableone.net 601-597-0955 Middleton, Thornhill, Emfinger, Barksdale 

Randall Neil Jrand57@msn.com 985-290-2325 

Randall, roundtree, James, Lusk, Whiteside, 
Roberts, Coleman, Page, Tanner, Bowlin, 
Lindsey, Small, Cothern, Pierce, Thigpen, 
Richardson, Prine, McKay, Ward, Harrell, 
Hopgood, Duncan, Conerly, Farmer, Dees, 
Jackson, Wilkinson  

Roberts Jean jeanlroberts@comcast.net 303-431-9191 

Bankston, Hall, McElveen, Carter, Coates, 
Prescott, Jones, Conerly, Ward, Scott, Guy, 
Magee, Herring, Miller, Roberts, Wall, Varner/
Vernon, Gordon, Hope, Smit, Simmons (Bogue 
Chitto), Tyler, Davis 

House Ary “Robbie” robbiehouse47@gmail.com 662-654-1773 Barney, Robinson  

Sargent Patricia trishsar1@yahoo.com 803-665-8332 McGehee, Brumfield, Cotton, Muse 

Schultz Kathryn kathrynsschultz@yahoo.com 901-754-2419 
Thompson, Hazlewood, Meredith, McNeil, 
Randall, Roundtree, White, Smith  

Turner Martha martha.turner58@yahoo.com 540-645-2013 
Butler, Gordon, Robinson, Turn, Quin, 
McElveen, Brumfield, Campbell 

Victor Patricia Pkvictor.hou@gmail.com 281-384-2757 
Richard Curtis, Phoebe Courtney, Talkbert, 
Johns, Lea, Perkins, Slade, Reeves/Rees  

Walker Carole cawalker@scarletmail.rutgers.edu 404-963-1231 Walker, Jackson 

Williams Darlene williamsdart21@yahoo.com 601-248-3215 
Corban/Corbin, Whittington, Causey, Butler, 
Bradley, Smith, Farr, Jackson, Bass, Temple 

Williams Lynn lwilliams226@gmail.com 601-730-3206 Williams, Vardell, Garner, Simmons, Ball 

Wilson Debra kpmagindw@aol.com 970-234-2718 
Littleton, Capell, Fielding, Baron, McCoy, 
Covert 

Young Rob ryoung51@gmail.com 228-265-1294 
Young, McGehee, Nunnery, Thornton, 
Wilkinson 

Zeigler Virginia H.  ginyaz@bellsouth.net 601-249-5467 Edwards, Turner, Zeigler, Bates, Rawlinson 

mailto:debbi_higgins@yahoo.com
mailto:tracycparks@comcast.net
mailto:jenpayne10@gmail.com
mailto:gaprice@comcast.net
mailto:prospere@cableone.net
mailto:martha.turner58@yahoo.com


Annual Membership Contribution 
Amite County Historical and Genealogical Society 

PO Box 2 

Liberty, MS 39645 

amitecohistory@gmail.com 

Check or circle choice 
(  )  $15.00 – Individual          (  )  $25.00 – Family        (  )  $10.00 – Senior (over 65) 

(  )  $200.00 – Lifetime    (  )  $150 -- Lifetime, couple 70+ age    (  )  $100 - Lifetime, 70+ individual 

          (  )  $10.00 – Student (under 18)                  (  )  $50.00 – Sponsor or Ancestor Memorial      

 

All contributions are tax-deductible.  

Please make checks or money orders payable to: Amite Co. Historical and Genealogical Society. 

Please send PayPal payments to: amitecohistory@gmail.com  

 

(Please print) 

Date: ________________________________ 

 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amite County Families to whom I am related: __________________________________________________________________ 

YOU MAY SHARE MY CONTACT INFORMATION WITH OTHER MEMBERS for FAMILY RESEARCH PURPOSES:   

(  ) YES   (  ) NO  

 

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:  ___________________________________  State:  ___________  Zip:  __________  Zip+4:  ______________________ 

 

Home Phone: ___________________________________Cell Phone:_______________________________________________ 

 

E-mail address:  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you for joining the Amite County Historical and Genealogical Society.  Your contribution helps us continue to collect and 
preserve historic treasures from Amite County’s past, as well as to promote family history.  Membership also provides an 
opportunity to attend programs and participate in special events. 

I am interested in helping with: 

(  ) Archives  (  ) Membership  (  ) Programs  (  ) Newsletter  (  ) Other (specify): 

 

Prefer newsletter to be mailed (  )   Prefer newsletter to be emailed (  )  

Please let us know if you would prefer to receive the newsletter via email instead of snail mail. This would allow us to save 
money on postage which would in turn allow money to be spent more prudently. 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, any copyrighted material published herein is distributed under fair use without 
profit or payment to those who are interested in receiving the provided information for non-profit research and educational pur-
pose only.  Reference: http:www.law.cornell.eduuscode/17/107.shtml 


